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NANKING DEFENDERS

'JAPANESE SWEEP ONWARD

HAND-TO-HAND ENCOUNTERS

By Telegtaph—Press Associaticn—Copyright
(Recelved December 19, 5.5 p.m.) ’
LOXDON, Dee. 11

~The Shangha: correspondcnt of the Daily Telegraph says
ghat in face of stubborn opposition the Japanese troops are now
- advancing’ toward the centre of Nanking., They are supported by
] machme -guns and field guns mounted on the south-eastern wall.
. The Japanese are wearing gas masks, as they allege that the
Chmese are firing gas shclls
i~ % Other despatches say that while Tokio, the streets of which
_.are decorated waits to celebrate its “Mafeking night,” the Chinese
are makmg a last gallant effort t6 stem the _]apanese tide sweep-
:mg' over thg: walls of Nanking.

Because of unfamiliarity with the city streets the Japanese
forces suspend their operations late at night. The Chinese then
launich desperats counter-attacks, which result in bitter: hand
to hand fighting. -

- ‘Nanking has become a city. of horror. Unless the Chinese
- sunrender they are likely to have to fight to the death, because
.. - the Japanese announce their comp]ete mastery of the Wuhu aréa,
~ thus making ‘an effective retreat most difficult. .
. There is little doubt that the Japanese will shortly engulf
- Nanking, but not much reliance is to be placed on the constant
bulletins. ‘from the interior that the Rising Sun Flag dominates
the entire zity.

_' FLAd FLIES OVER WALLS

——

SMOKE FROM BURNING VILLAGES

REF UGEES CROWDING FOR SHELTER

. »
2 *

NS (Recem.d Der.smhsr 12, 5.5 pm)
A S Loxmov Des. 11
.The Japanese ﬂag Hies over the walls of Nanking, but blood
runs in thé cobbled streets as Chinese troops stand desperately
‘ ~agaxnst the Japanese troops. exultant in the. honour of being. first

. to enter the historic walled city.

/" The: correspondent of the szes at Nankmg says that
‘ although fierce fire is being exchanged from the walls and almost
contmua]_aer:al -attacks are being made, they are confined to
Chinese troop concentrations, and ‘civilian casualties are small.

villages outside the walls, which are ringed with fire, has quickened
- the influx of refugees to’ the safety zone. where thousands are anII
_without she]ter Vi
Throughout yesterday the japanese ralned bomEs from the
air, and - guns kept up a heavy barrage while' advancing infantry, .
aupported by tanks, passed through the breach at the Gate of
Gloty, where they charged with great gallantry, Other units are
- trying to force a way in from the north, the east and south. The
Japanese claimed that they had’ already seized six of the city's
gates and pénetrated to the inner city. -
.4 One report from the Imperial hcadquarters announced that
troops. ‘commanded by Prince Yasuh Foasaka, a relative of the
Emperor, and two ‘Japanese ‘observation balloons appeared south
- of Purple Mountam in the afternoon and remained aloft in spite
- of all attempts by the Chinese to bring them down.. .
- “At Pukow bombs fell near the United States gunboat Panay
durmg an éenal attack on the c1ty, and. ths explosxons rocked the
‘ship. - : - .
o The detachment whxch forced a gate at Nankmg recelved a
message from  General Matsui, commanding " officer, stating:
‘Hearty congratu]atlons i apprecxate your successful attainment
‘of a’difficult task.” :
:+ 2 The Chinese Embassy in London issued a statement saying:
“Desperate’ fighting raged on the outskirts of Nanking. Japanese
Vanguards made daring thrusts toward the two southern gates of
" the cug:r and captured the Tach:aochang airfield after encounter-
‘ing sti resistance. However, the invaders were forced to retire.
- _Seventy ‘Japanese "aeroplanes bombed Nanking in relays,
droppmg 300 bombs. Ina zaxd on Nanchang the Japanese bombed
" the ‘medical college and women's hosplta]s, resultmg in eight
deaths.””.. - o e

N,

-

IN VADERS’

['r

BUILDINGS IN WAY DEMOLISHED

USE ‘OF TANKS

GUNS BATTER BREACHES IN WALLS

, . LONDOXN, Dec. 11
.The Domei News Agency Teports that the ultimatum of
Gencral Matsm to Nanking, to surrender, having expired without
a reply, the’Japanese launched a general attack on Nanking at

12.30. They antlcnpate days of desperate fighting, even if they
enter the city.

. General Tang Sheng-c}u greeted the enemy with artillery and
"machine- -gun fire as they moved forward with machine-guns, cannon
and tanks. Buildings in the line of fire were blown up,

. The main Japanese army is still between three and four
mties from the walls of the city, every pomt of which, however,
is within machine-gun range. |
~ The japanese claim to. have captured the Chungshan gate, in
the east wall; the Hungwu and Suihsu gates, in the south-east wall;
iand the Tungchi and Chupan gates, in the south wall. The gates
i that it is claimed to have been captured give the _]apanese access'to
the most populous part of the city.

. A detachment, descending from Purple Mountain, battered
‘down the Ta:pmg gate and gained a foothold between the inner
¥ and outer walls, where desperate street fighting followed. Japanese

. artillery made breaches elsewhere in the outer wall. -

2. The Japanese capturcd the walled c:ty of Tangsu. on the
: ‘south bank of the Yangtse.. :

"~ The Upited States Embassy is rcported to be transrmttmg to
the Chinese and Japanese a proposal for a three days' truce to
g enable a Chinese w:thdrawal durmg whlch ‘the Japanese should not

attack :

1o
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LECTURES ABANDONED ANTLI-PIRACY PATROL

'ANTIJAPANESE FEEL[NG WITHDRAWAL OF AIRCRAFT

(Received Ijecsmber 12, 6.5 p.m.)

e . LO\DO\‘ Dec 10
o“'llu, to strung snt:-ananese foel- | British Wireless RUGBY, Dec. 11
g shown by . students, - an - Oxford | - The five giant Singapore Royal Air
fourse ot six lectures oo aspects . of | Force seroplanes are being withdrawn
apanese ~wculture . by.” an - Embassy | from * the . Med.lterranean ant1—pu-acy

pstrol.

cﬁmal Prufessor DOI, was a.bmdoned.

 RESTVTANGE

~ DESPERATE FIGHTING

- However; the gunfire, bombing and smoke from' the burning ]

.| authority.

was fired at noon, in celebration of

SAILOR KILLED
BRITISH W 1 WARSHIP

' FLAG CAPTAIN WOUNDED -

- JAPANESE FIELD BATTERY

By ﬂ.elegfsph—Preas Associatlon-=~Capyright
(Recsued Decentber 13, 12.45 a.m.)
LONDON, De¢. 12

A message from Hankow says the

Japaness field lmtten’ ﬁlcd on
HM.8. Ladybird at Wubu One
biuejacket was killed.

Flag-Captain O'Donnell and &

bluejacket were injured.
There were four direct hits on
.the Ladybird.

STERN POLICY

[PS——

AFTER CITY'S TFALL

—

TOKIO CABINET'S DECISION

RECONSTRUCTION OF CHINA

(Received December 12, 5.5 n.m.).

LOXDON, Dee, 1t

The Takio eorrespondent of the Dailv
Tologmph says the Jnpaness Cnhinet
is reported to have decided to withdraw
diplomatie recognition from the present
Chinese Government to pursue n long-
term fighting poliey against the forces
of Marshal Chiang Knisshek, and to aid
in the reconstruction of another China.
This will anly mean the creation of
2 Government to replace Chiung Kani-
shek's Government which ia nmenane
to Japan. '
The Tokio eoucspuudcnt of .the Times
reports thit the Japanese Cabinet is
actively debating the policy to be fol-
lowsd after the fall of Nanking, which
the DMinister of Wuar, General Sugi-
yama, declaves eannot be regarded as
the end of tho war, whicl must be pro-
secuted until -Japan's objectives are
attained, namely, the destrnetion of
the Chinese Avmy and suhm;sswu of the
Chinese Government: '
The Asahi Shimbun states that the
Imperial Council will be summoned as
soocn as it becomes clear what China

If & new and tractable Chinese ad-
ministration appears, the council will
authorise peace negotiationg, but if tha
Chinese resistance continues, the coun-
cil will decide that the "epoch-making
time has eome and Japan must go for-
ward as the master Last Asian nation
to establish permanent peace.”

A manifesto from an important group
of Chinese leading citizens representing
Shanghai's population of | 8,000,000,
vows fo uphold China's honour and
refpses to co-operate with Japan or buy
Japaness goeds,

It emphatically repudiates any spuri-
ous organisations created by the enemy,
and pledges full allegiance to the Cen-
tral - Government and full support to
Marshal Chiang Kai-shek m abandon.
mg all 1des. of compromise.

(X)N FLICTING HOPES

JAPAN ESE PEAOE TERMS

i —

_ COMPLETE DOMINATION

et

LOXDON, Dec, 10
The Shanghai correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph says that the Japanese
activities around Nanking srve like
those of a cat playing with a mouse.
Well-informed circles believe the Jap-
-anese can eapture the city as soon as
their leaders desire. Already Japanese
tanks -have been twice inside the
breached walls and come out apain.
The Army Command is still hoping
that China will sue for peace hefore
the capital {falls. The Chinese, on the
contrary, are hoping to draw the Jap-
anese deep .into the hinterland after
the capital has been taken,
. "“The Japanese peace tertns, I learn
from semi-official sources,” adds the
eorrespondent, “‘are nothing less than
compiete domination of North and
Central China, and the establishment
of a Jupauese Concession in Shanghai
northward of the Scochow Creek.
Toreign rights and Customs will be re-
spected, but Japan will constitute her-
self to judge the merits of the claims.”

o

NEUTRAL REFUGEE ZONE|

JAPANESE TAKE CONTROL

(Recehed Decomber 12, 5.5 pm.) ¢
SHANGHAIL Dec, 11

Bince the shooting of a Japanese
sentry on- the border of the area, the
Japanese have taken over control of
the Nantao neutral refugee zone, south
of the French Concession. This action
ousts the Intematxonal Committee from

Admiral Sir Charles Little has gone
from Shanghai to Hongkong in H.M.S.
Falmouth

- British residents of SIIdﬂ},}JRl are
most perturbed at Japanese prying into
Hhops in the Nanking Road, No protec-
tion is offered by tho civil and military
police,

British residents also are mcemed. at
the seizure of harbour launches.

KING'S ACCESSION

[]

A'NNIVEF!SAHY CELEBHATED

ROYAL SALUTE IN LONDON

(Recelved December 12. 8,30 p.m.)

British Wireless ~ / ‘RUGBY, Dee. 12 |
Flags were flying at the masthead in
London to-day, and the ‘Royal Salote

the first anniversaty of the accession
to the Throne of King George VI,

FARM - LEGISLATION

UNITED STATES MEASURE

(Recelved December 12, &8 p.m.)

] WABHINGTON, Dec. 11
The House of Represantatives by 268
votes to'120 approved ‘the permanent
form measure designed to control pro-
duction and stabilise prices of wheat
maize and other staples:
The bill offers payments to farmerq
who co-operate in a plan to reduce the
acreage under production and imposes

cn commuodities marketed in excess of
such q .otas, It also authorises the
granting of loans on surplus crops. :

The measyre involves s minimum ex-

intends to do after the fall of Nanking, |-

1 in the rescue work.

marketing quotns with penalty taxes|.

[TRAIN WRECK
BLIZZARD RAGING

THIRTY-FIVE DEAD

s

SUFFERING OF INJURED

—

ARDUOUS RESCUE WORK

L ——

ERROR WITH SIGNAL .

By Telegtaph—TDtess Association—Copyright
(Received December 12, 0,3 pov}
LOXDON, Dec. 11

A disastrous railway aecident, due

to a gsignal ervor, resulted in 35
pasgengers heing killed and ovew 40
injured, when the Idinburgh-
Glasgow express, speeding at 60
miles an hour through a raging
blizznrd, erashed into a stationary
Dund‘ee-'Glnsgow train at Castle-
cary, a village 13 miles from Glas-
gow, All the bodies have' been
recovered, ‘
" This is the worst smash since the
Gretna Green troop trains simash in
1115 when .227 were killed and 250 in-
jured.

The rescuers, strugeling o deep
snow and inky darkness, were foreed to
build bonfires from the wreckage of the
conches hefore they could find the
dead and injured, who were dragged
through the blinding snowstorm and
laid ont in a goods shed.

Carg Thrown Over Engine

Two carringes were thrown right over
the cugine aund one landed on top of
the engine. Others were teloscoped and
smashed to picces,

Hissing jots of steam from the up-
turned Jocometive combined with a
hlizzard te oadd to the frightfulness.
The jets penctrated the wreckage and
passengers could be leard screaming
fromn the torture of the hot steam.

An uninjured passengoer said that at
first it was impossible to penctrate the
twisted wreckage ewing to the snow,
steam and darkness,

Cries from women and children went
unanswered until half an hour after the
crash, when piles of broken coachnood
were burning, -

Bonflres Ald Rescuers

Partics of rescuers, their hands
almost frozen, dragged out the dead
and injured. The bonfires began to shed
a lurid glare over the bodies huddled
alongside the tracks, with snow cover-
ing them with a white pall.

Ambulances dashed from Glasgow,
Falkirk, and even Edinburgh, skidding
crazily on ice-covered roads. Doctors
and nurses from all néar by lospitnls
stood by to treat the injured, who were
covered with blood and snew. The
vietims were lifted into the ambulances
by villagers and uninjured passengers.
The condition of several of the 1a1ured
is extremely grave,

. Passenger's Discovery
Mr. Gordon Dickson, of Edinburgh,
told a most amazing story. "I was
dozing in a compariment in -which,
there were four others,” he said, ‘“‘and
I knew nothing until I woke up lying
in the snow several yards from the
wrecked carriage. I lad been hurled
through a ‘window uninjured, My four
compaumns were all killed. I he]ped

“The first person dragged bub was
an elderly woman who was buried in
the wreckage. i was staggered to find
it was my mother, who was travelling
unknown to me. She mirnculously was
uninjured.”
Driver Turns 08 Stezm

The fireman of the express was at
first: Teported to be killed, but he was
later found alire, He had & remarkable
escape, . suffering minor uuunes and
severe shock,

The driver of the engine also had a
miraculous escape. He was hurled from
his cabin, After recovering from the
shock, the driver, at the risk of being
scalded, climbed through the wreckage
and turned off the steam,

BLIZZARD WIDESPREAD

MANY .AGGIDENTS GAUSED

——

 DELAYS TO TRAFFIC

(Recelved December 12, 5.5 p.n.)

' . _ LOXDON, Des. 11
The blizzard that was raging at the
time of the Edinburph-Glasgow express
disaster was responsible for accidents
all over Great Britain. Shipping and
trafic were held up. Snow ploughs
wers bhrought into use and were kept
busy making way for traffic,

CONTRACT IN TURKEY

£3,000,000 BRITISH WORK

JRON AND . STEEL PLANT

British Wireless RUGRHY, Dec. 10

Officials of the Treasury nwl the
Export Credits Gnarantee Department,
Board of Trade, returned from Furkey
after discussing formalities arising out
of granting a guarantee to cover credits
of over £3,000,000 for the crection of
an iroen and steel plant at Karabuk.

The contract is being earvied out by
& British firin. About 50 British con-
structional engincers are supervising
the work, and a number of Turkish
students are being trained in England
to occupy positiona on the staff of the

hack,

SCENE. AT DAWN
HARROWING SPRCTACLE

HESGUEHS WORK "IN .SLUSH

CHRISTMAS TOYS IN WRECKAGE

By Telegraph—Press Assormtinn—'Canyrighl
(Raeel\'ed December 12, 5.5 pm.)
LONDON. Dec. 11
Dawn fevealed a harrowing spec-
tacle at the scene of the Edinburgh-
Glasgow express disaster. A hun-
dred men were still working with
numbed fingers. The ghastly hush
was broken only by the clank of a.
crane tearing away masses of
twisted steal,

The snow turned to slush and the
rescuers worked ankle deep in it, Many
had come from the scene of s minor
accident at Hoddington, 50 miles away,
and had not slept since Thursday night.

Cameron Highlauders wera . going
home on Christmas leave aboard the
wrecked express. Some were injured
and others effected gallant reseues, In
spite of the cold, they took off their
puttees and used them ns bandages.

Miners whu were passing going to
work uscd their safety lamps,

Alongeide some of the bodies were
Christmas toys which the victims were
taking to Glasgaw and Fdinburgh,
where most of tho vietims lived.

Serveral bodies were .unrecognisable.
An appeal has been issned for help to
identify two men and thres women.

It is feared that if any passengers
ara still alive in the wreckage they
will perish from cold. '

Three men and one woman were
recovered from the weach which wnos
piled on the engine,

ROYAL SYMPATHY

ALL THE DEAD

IDENTIFIED

{Recelved December 12, 7.20 pm.)
LONDON, Dec. 11
Their Majesties the King and Queen
sent. a message of sympathy with suf-
ferers aud the bereaved as a result]
of the Castlecary railway disaster.
All the dead have ndw been iden-
tified.

STORM IN AMERICA
WORST EVER RECORDED

110 DEATHS FROM_COLD

CALIFORNIAN CITIES ISOLATED

(Reeeived December 12, 7.30 pm.)
SAN FRANCISCO. Dee. 11

Cities are isoluted, shipping is en-
danpgered, wnsh-outs have oceurred an
bridges and railroads, numerocus houses
have been destroyed and communica-
tions have been severed in many places
as a result of pales and torrential
rains on the Pacific Coast.

The situation is worst at Ukiah and
Downieville, California, where. hun-
dreds fled to higher ground. All roads
are inundated. The American, Feather,
Yubn and Upper Sacramento Rivers
aro in a state of flocd.

The damrge so far is estimated at
500,000 dollars.

Meanwhile, 110 deaths are reported
as & result of a cold wave all over the
country, | )

The weather burcnu described the
storms sweeping the entire Pacific
Coast from the Mexican border to the
Aleutian Islands as the worst aver
recorded. The greatest damage danger
spot is at Alturas, California. Water
is roaring through the business streets.
A large section of Gilroy, California,
is inundated. )

FLYING TO ANTIPODES

PROGRESS OF MACHINES

CENTAURUS AT SINGAPORE

{Received Decermber 12, 9.30 p.m.)
British Wireless RUGBY, Dec. 12
The squadron of Royal Air Force
Hiying-hoats on a flight from England
to Australin arrived at Karach: this
afternoon. ‘
The Xmpire flving-hoat Centnurus, on
a survey fight to New Zealand and
hes arrived at Singapore.

FUND FOR SAILORS

£1,600,000 DISTRIBUTED

{ {Received December 12, 8.30 p.m.)
British Wireleas RUGBY, Dec, 12

The Duke of Kent, who presided at
the annual meeting of King George’s
Fund for Sailors, said that the fund
had distributed £1,000,000 in grants to
nautical charities since :lts inauguration
in 1917,

- HEALTH' OF THE POPE

SLIGHT BRONGHIAL GATARRH

VATICAN-CITY‘. Deo. 10

Dr. Milani, after & long oxamination
of the* Pope, declared that his Holi-
ness was suffering fram slight bron-
chial eatarrh, which, added to his
chronic asthmn, makes breathing pain-
ful. A rest indoors, he said, would
effeet & cure in time for his Holiness
to preside nt the Consmtory Court on

new works,

December 13,

'NAVAL' MIGHT -
"UNITED STATES

EXERCISES IN PACIFIC

HUGE FORCE TO GATHER

JAPAN'S PROGRANME -

By Telearaph—Presn Assoclation—Copyright
(Received December 32, B30 p.m.)
Nﬁ“’ YOHEK, Dec. 12

The Washington correspondent of
the New York Times says the larg-
ost naval manocuvres in the history
of the United States will be held
over millions of square miles of the
Lnstern Pacific Ocean in March and
April., Approximately 175 warships,
500 aeroplanes and 50,000 to 60, 000
men will participate,

"It ig intended to demaomstrate the
increasing strategic importance of
the  Alentian ~ Islands- Hawana.n-
Pacific Coast triangle. .

Tle correspondent says official eircles
are inclined to credit persistent reports
that Japan is building larger battle-
ships than any at present afloat.

After study of an article published
in the Navember 7 issue of the Ttalian
newspaper Giornale ‘d'Italia, contain-
ing information coineiding with what
little is known here, weight is added
to tho article hy the appearance simul-
taneously of the amnouncement of the
conclusion of the anti-Communist agrea.
ment between Japan, Italy and Ger-
marny,

The article states th.).t Japan iz to
construet threo 46,000-ton battleships,
armed with 16in. ‘guns, and that 63
other warships are actually being huilt
or projected, namely, five aireraft car-
riers, seven light cruisers, 43 destroyers
end eight submarines,

It is contemplated that in. 1941 the
Japanese Navy will cousist of 289 war-
ships of a total - displacement of

1,109,000 tons,.

EDITOR RETIRING ,.

SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

'ASSOCIATE TO SUCCEED

{Received, December 12, 5.5 p.m.}

. SYDXEY, Dec. 12
The - Sydney - Morning Herald  an-
nounces that at 'the end of the year
Mr, C. Brunsdon TFletcher, who has
been editor of the Herald since 1918,
will enter upon leave of absence prior
to retirement. His suecessor will be the
present associate-editor, Mr. H. A. Mc-
Clurs Smith.

Mr. Fletcher, who was born in Enp-
land in 1839, spent 10 years of his
boyhood in New Zealand, being.a pupil
at Wesley College, Auckland. He went
to Australia in 1872 and became a sur-
veyor, in which capacity ha was on the
staff ‘of the detail survey of the city
of Syduey earried out by the Govern-

MR. C. BRUNSDON FLETCHER

ment, He was closely associated with
local government in Queensland before
joining the Brisbane Courier. as leader-
writer in 1893. He later became oditor
of the .Courier, and eventually .joined
the Sydney Morning Herald in 1903 as
associate-editor.

Mr. Smith passed-through Auckland
in December of lust year on his way
to Syvdney from London to take up his
present position with the Herald, imme-
diately prior to which his was a leader-
writer on the London Times, Mr. Smith
was for several vears correspondent for|
the Times in New York and Washinr-
ton. He was also a special correspondent
for the Sydney Morning Herald and
had done & good deal of work for Lug-
lish periodicals.

CONTROL OF ECONOMICS

CHANGES IN GERMANY

BERLIN, Dec. 10
General Goering, in reorganising the

'I\Imlstry of Economies, dismissed eight

trusted collaborators of Dr. Schacht, his
predecessor, including the director, Herr
Wolltat, who drafted the mternnt:ona!
trade pacts.

General Goering is preparing measures
which will be a deathblow to Jews still
in business, making it impossible for
them to obtain raw materials or whole-
rale goods

.. AMERICAN .

penditure of 500,000,000 dollars = year.

LINER AGROUND - ON

5 oo
THTRE I S

B A REEF. OFF “FORMOSA - 3 00 % i
Tho United States hner President Hoover (21,936 tona), which, ie Wedged on a reef off Formosa. Repgn. stah

" ITALY DECIDES® -
LEAVING THE LEAGUE

ANNOUNGEMENT TO NATION

ENTHUSIASM IN ROME

Bsf Telegraph——l‘-‘ress Auuciatlnn——Copyrlght .
(Received Decémber 12, 7.30 p.m.)
'ROME, Dec. 12

ngnor ’\Iussol:ms much-heralded
statement, in spite of many ¢onjec-
tures, proved to be only an explana-
tion of Italy’s withdrawal from the
League of Natioms, which Signor
Staracé, secretary of the TFascist
Party, first announced. - Lo
"The stage had been szet with Fas-
cist thoroughness for the notable
event. In spite of pelting rain thou-
gands of parents and widows, be-
reaved in the Great War and the
Abyssinian and Spanish campaigns,
thronged the steps of the floodlit
Vietor Emanuel monumernt,
Giant blue and white searchlights lit
up the entire length of the Empire Way,
on whichk five hattalions  of steel-
helmeted Black Shirts, who are shortly

going to FEast Africn, were massed,
flanked by battalions of young Fadeists

By Telsgrnph;Press'Assoéiaﬂon—Cop}rlght L ;

- (Received December 12, 7.30 p.m.) ;
» BAN FRA.\GIBCO Dsr. 11

W:reless messages report - “that
the United States Imer Pxesxdenn
Hoover is wedged on a reef at
Hoishoto Island off Formosa There
‘were 500 passengers aboa.rd at the
time the vessel went aground ST
The Gerinan steamer Preussen; which .
responded to the President Hoover's
8.0.8. call, was standing by. The pas-
SENEErS Wera alil safe’ and noﬁ m sny
danger, -

The dama;,r,e to the Presxdent Hoover
has not yet been determined. ™ -
‘Advices by radio from Mamla‘. s{:ate
that the liner's  passengers were sefaLv
landed on Hoishoto Island at 1.30 p.m.
on Saturday. It was indicated. how-
ever, that the rescue nork was of s

‘passed the time singing Fascist songs

| noon uf Christmas Day.

and university students, who filled the
square before the Palazza Venetia.
Thousands of civilians under umbrellas

Statement from Baleany

" Bignor Starace appeared on the bal-
cory at 10 p.un. and shouted: *Black
Shirts. It is a solemn moment, . The
Grand Council is deliberating.”

that Italy was ledving the League, but

phene.

Signor Mussolini 1mmedmte[y strode
from the windows and was receiv E'd with
tumultnous shouts of “Duce, Duce.”
All the sirens in ome sounded 2 salute.
Signor Mussolini held up his hand for
silence, completely ignoring the rain,
His first words were not heard as the
amplifier was not functioning, and his
voice came as a series of croaks. -

Oculd not Be Delayed

The wireless broadeast to Europe
was also interfered with by the mishap,
but engineers speedily restored matters.

Signor Mussolini said: ‘‘The historie
decision which the Grand Council ac-

ceived could no longer be delayed. We
have for many years offered the worid
a spectacle of unexampled patience, We
have not forgotten and shall not forget
the shameful attempt at strangulation

Geneva,

“The League has not made the re-
paration which was due. The pood in-
tentions of certain Gorernments were
drowned immediately they contacted the
fatal surroundings of Geneva's sanhe-
drin, which was manipulated by dark
and hidden forces, the enem:es of Italy
and our revolution,

"No Looger Tolsrabls

"Cunsequentl_v," added ngnnr Musso-
lini, *‘our presence. at. the door of
Geneva is no longer: to!erable Tt has
wourided our doctrine, our style, our
temperament. As soldiers we had to
ckopse. Were we to stay in? (Shouts
of ‘Xo."} Were wo to get out? (Shouts
of ‘Yes.') ..

“That is why we shout ‘It is enough'
and leave, without regret, the totter-
ing temple in which men do not work
toward peace but prepare for war. It
is grotesgue to Dbelieve that . pressure
was exorted on us to decide. Qur com-
rades. of the Berlin-Tokio axis have
shown absolute discretion.” -

Signor Mussolini. -added: *IHaly’s
withdrawal from the Leagué is an
event “of great historical importance,
which has drawn the attention of. the
world,  The comsequences cannot be
foreseen, but we will not sbandon the

laboration for peace, in which we have
furnished a luminous example in the
pn.st few days, by consecratmz peacs
in the Adriatic. ' :

CGapable of Any Sscriﬂce B

”'I‘ha threatening oices which have
been raised from time to time perhaps
will be raised-again from the flocks of
the grert democracies. They leave us
perfectly indifferent. They can do noth-
ing against n people like the Italians,
who aro capable of any sacrifice.

"“Wa have arms of the sky, land and
sea, numerous and tempered by two
victorious wars. Above all, we have the
heroic spirit of our revolution, which
1o human force in the world will ever

be able to hend.”

The cheering lasted for fire minutes
and the crowd dispersed singing army
songs.

The Italian Foreiga Minister, Counb
Ciano, telegraphed to Gemevs: "Italy
learcs the League as from December
11"

BRITISH POLICY

—

NOT AFFECTED BY DEGISION

ITALY'S INTERNAL PROBLEMS.

'(Received Decomber 12, 8,30 p.m.) .
* LOXDON, Dec. 12
Well-informed British circles are npt
unduly preoccupied over Signor Mus-
solini's speech, as his intention to leave
the . league was, anticipated The de-
cision is merely a de jure recugmtwn
of a de facto-situation.
1t is believed the deeision was dua to
domestic counsiderations, and in order
to distract atiention from internal dif--
ficulties. It will not affect British
policy. : RN

CHRISTMAS BROAD.CA‘ST

KING S EMPIRE MESSAGE

LO\DON Dan. 10
. It is oﬂicmlly announced thut King
George will broadeast & messrgs to the
Empire from Sandringham or “he after-

LICENCES FOR CYCLISTS

.. ISTANBUL. Des. 10
Cycltsts henceforth must pass a riding

Thoss successful. will receive
“and "number-plates.. “Pillion-

lations, '
hcencss

claimed and you. enthusiastically re- TH_REE OF CREW MISSING—

of the Italian peop]e perpetrs.ted at |

fundamental policy of aiming at col-|:

.| exposure and hunger. He cullapsed and

test: according to. mew. municipal regu- | ;

difficult nature.

- A message from the Premden‘b Hoover '

five minutes earlier requested. all pos- -
sible”
President McKinley was expected to
reach the stranded liner at 8 p.m. on
Ssturday Salvage tups were proceed-’
ing frem Hongkong on Satm‘day mght
to take off the ecargo. - 7 oot T EL

salvage assistance. The . lined

-Thé President Hoover's doctor i€ res |

The meeting lasted for three minutes, | ported to he orgamsmg an: emergeﬁcy .
after which Signor Starace announced | bospital on the island, - - .o 2 <&

Tokio advices states that the limer.is

the apnouncement was not heard as| being pounded by heavy seas. A -Jap-
Slgnnr Starace disturhed the wires with | &Dese cruiser rescued r’[)Cl of th.s pns- o

kis foot when approaching 1:110 micro- sengers

s
[ !

The Dnllsr Line " .v’es‘sel‘ President

Hoover, of 21,936 tons gross register,

is a 21 kmot lmer engaged on ‘the ser-:
vice between California and the Orient. .
She was built in. 1930 andis ‘one of .
the hbest-known ships
Pacific trade.
was the ' victim of .an :
incident on August 30 when’ she- was -
‘bombed in the China Sea by a fleet of,
four’ Chinese aeroplanes. -
died- of n-uu.uds imd &’ nu.mber wam -
m]ured o IR A e

in the  north'.
The President Hoover -
-internstional ’

One” seaman.

'BRITISH  SHIP LOST:

—"

F_lsncls"ﬂsmsm _IN_'Q.HANNEL'_'_

. (Received Decembsr i, 630 Dy A
British Wirsless . + RUGBY, Dee,- 19 ;
During a fierce storm in-the English L
Channel, the  London .motor: -vessel
Gothie, 16{] tons, aoverturned oﬁ Dover
and sank. el
" The Amencan steamer Ban.kar re-, S
ports that she picked up twol of tha :
crew, but 1b 15 fearad that threa were. -
lost, 0 & 3 VRARIEY

‘MISHAP.;‘.'AT : SA'MOA;

STEAMER STRIKES HEEF
VESSEL LATER REFLOATED

(Becexved December 12. 1_‘145 p.r.n) =
) o +APIA; Deeo 12
' The steamer Ssgres, w]uch ‘called’ &t -
Apia - from - Hongkong - 10 ;- take,’ ‘away ’
time-expired coolie Iabour, went. onta .-
reef -inside- the. ‘passage’ to' the “westorn
harbour:when she was pteps.rmg to. de-.
part. She was subseguentls ‘pulled off.”
During the eperations o wire ‘Hateer
fouled the propeller. Divers’ cleared the .
propelier tu—day and the ship:
tO-IOTTOW. -3 e o
An. mquu—y was held on Fnday a.nd
Saturday.” - F"
. A coolie; Chen Cho, i tha num-_
ber to ba teturned. to Chms.. did not -’
wanb to-go back and: :hsappearecl into -
the  bush. He returned ‘to his ‘homa -
at midnight on” Friday suﬁermg from

P

died shortly a.fterwa.rd

FLOW- OF" TOURISTS g

BOOKINGS. FOR AUSTRALIA“'
LARGE INCREASE SHOWN

R LG\TDO‘V Dec.- 10
The Londun office of ‘the Au.strahan :
National Travel = Association : reports
that the 150th anniversary. celehratxons
in New" South Wales. and returning *
prosperity promise to result in-a-‘conm- -
siderable increase of tourist ‘traffic. to
Australin. , Inguiries by'" prospective -
travellers from June to November have -
jumped 200 per cent compsred vnth_‘
last ysar : cL
This is attributed to ‘hhe ss.soma- ;
tion’s -intensified advertising -campaign
throughout Br;taur Europe nnd Scuth :
Africa. - b
Shipping_companies repm‘)a th°t Ans.
tralian bookings are increasing steadily
gince Australm Lmerged from ; the ‘da-
pression, ‘ -

RADIO N AUSTRALIA

LISTENERS TOTAL 1 000 000

SYD‘I’EY \Dsc. 11 -

b is oﬂicxally announced that -Aus-
tralia now has 1,000,000 licensed radio
hsteners, othermae & wireless' receiver

in 62 per” cent of, the.homes in .the
Commonwealth. - The total- .amount ‘ of
licence -fees collected - last' “year™ was
£081,108, of which £362,796 “was paid

to the Austrnl:an Broadcastmg Com-
mlssmn. . .

. LARGE AIR MAIL--]--""

'SYD\EY Dec. 13
The Christmas “air. mail: to Europs. L
wh:ch closed at Sydney last night;, come -
prised approximately 25,000 ]ettera..m-,‘_
cluding New Zealand majl This'is cne
of the larpest air mail conslgnmeutu .
ever sent’ from Australia.” :

By special - arrsngoment “ Reuter's .world
ser\iyca 11): addition fo other speclal” sourcpd
of infornation, .is used .im the .compilation’
of the oversea intelligence* published :in lds
ijesne, and all, rights -ther t
New Zealand are reserved
Such of the cabls -fews
80" hmd;dtha; a‘g‘pmmsnm th

cabled . to Aus
h cisl parmission. shoul

riding is. forbidden.-Children - under’ 1&

that the 500 passengers aboard have basn landed safely. Thu picture shows the liner at Shanghai.

" are not, allowed to posaesa bmyu]es

:!—.

%

tojons ara not !hose
:nIauth:x:rpuily ulated to. be s




